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"to dine together annually in March, in a
tavern, dinner to be on the table at four o'clock,
and to adjourn for tea and coffee at seven."
This was the beginning of the "convention"
which in the nineteenth century was known as the
"Symposium Academicum," at which for a few
hours in each year grave professors were trans-
formed into playful symposiasts, by whom
" wisdom was worn lightly as a flower," instead of
being carried gravely as a burden. A venerable
minute-book contains a faithful record of the
proceedings at each annual festival. It was an
axiom among symposiasts that the prosperity of
the Symposium was an infallible index of the
prosperity of the university. The record so far
verifies the axiom. From 1792 till 1833 the
feasts were held with annual regularity, and
were well attended; the bill of fare and the
bill of costs at each meeting were registered in
artistic form, and salient occurrences were duly
chronicled. From 1833 till 1850 the Symposium
was in a state of suspended animation, the cause
or the effect of the languid academical life in
those years. There were signs of returning
animation in the 'Fifties, under the genial con-
venership of Campbell Swinton the Conditor.hey resolved the chair of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burgh University. They saw the " Town's
